Aims-To evaluate a rapid immunoblotting procedure for providing evidence of infection with Salmonella typhi using 73 sera from patients infected with S typhi. 
Typhoid fever continues to be a major public health problem in developing countries, and although its incidence is lower in northern Europe and North America, cases of typhoid are found frequently as a result of travellers returning from endemic areas. The diagnosis can be confirmed by blood culture in the majority of patients who have not received the appropriate antibiotics. Although cultures of stool, urine, and bone marrow yield some additional isolates, in a small proportion of cases all cultures may be negative for Salmonella typhi and the diagnosis then rests on a combination of clinical and epidemiological features. In such cases, serological methods offer an alternative approach and, therefore, retain an important place in the diagnosis of typhoid.
The antigenic structure of S typhi is (Vi) Enzyme linked immunosorbent assays (ELISAs) have been described for the detection of antibodies to the LPS of S typhi. 3 '0 Although such quantitative assays require a cut off value to delineate antibody positive from antibody negative sera, they are very useful for obtaining an antibody titre. Immunoblotting yields an easy to read qualitative result for the serology of patients with suspected typhoid, and this study illustrates the potential of the technique we describe for detecting antibodies to S typhi antigens.
